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RUMOUR HAS IT THAT THE MAGNIFICENT CAPTAIN ASTRO SERIES OF
COMICS WAS BROUGHT TO AN UNTIMELY END BY THE PRESSURE OF
NEGATIVE ATTITUPES TOWARPS THE CAPTAIN'S AMBIGUOUS SEXUALITY.
AMBIGUOUS MY ASS5. CAPTAIN ASTRO WAS THE PROUPEST, GAYEST, MOST
FRBULOUS SUPERHERO TO EVER GRACE THE COMIC BOOK SHELVES WITH
HIS PRESENCE. HADP HE NOT BEEN CENSORED AND CONSTRAINED 8Y HIS
COWARPLY PISTRIBUTORS, I'M CERTAIN THE CAPTAIN WOULP HAVE
PROUPLY PECIARED HIS GAY IPENTITY TO THE WORLD. SAPLY, HE' kb
NEVER HAVE THAT CHANCE. THE CAPTAIN'S PASS5ING LEAVES A VOIP IN
THE COMIC UNIVERSE. SOMEONE MUST TAKE HIS PLACE A5 THE WORLD'S
PREEMINENT GRY SUPERHERO.

MEET RAGE.

RAGE |5 EXPLOPING OUT OF THE CLOSET ANDP INTO THE WORLD TO FIGHT
INTOLERANCE AND PEFEND THE FABULOUS CITIZENS OF GAYOPOKIS.

WE ARE VERY PROUD TO PRESENT RAGE: ISSUE #. MAY YOU ENJOY
REAPING THESE PAGES A5 MUCH AS WE'VE ENJOYED CREATING THEM.
OUR HOPE |5 THAT RAGE CAN IN SOME WRAY PAY TRIBUTE TO THE LEGALY
OF OUR FAKLLEN HERO, CAPTAIN ASTRO.

Pty e

GAY CRUSADER

STORY 8Y: MICHAEL NOVOTNY
ART 8Y: JUSTIN TAYIOR

RAGE GAY CRUSADER: ISSUE #1, MARCH 2002 PUBLISHED BY RED CAPE COMICS, 568 WESTERLY AVENUE, PITTSBURGH,
PA, 15233. TEXT AND ILLUSTRATIONS FOR RAGE GAY CRUSADER: ISSUE #1 ARE © 2002 RED CAPE COMICS. ALL RIGHTS
RESERVED. NO PORTION OF THIS PUBLICATION MAY BE REPRODUCED OR TRANSMITTED WITHOUT THE EXPRESS
WRITTEN PERMISSION OF RED CAPE COMICS. NAMES, CHARACTERS, PLACES AND INCIDENTS FEATURED IN THIS
PUBLICATION ARE EITHER THE PRODUCTS OF THE AUTHORS IMAGINATION OR ARE USED FICTITIOUSLY. ANY
RESEMBLANCE TO ACTUAL PERSONS LIVING OR DEAD, EVENTS, INSTITUTIONS, OR LOCALES, WITHOUT SATIRIC
INTENT, IS COINCIDENTAL. FOR MORE INFORMATION, PLEASE VISIT US AT OUR WEBSITES: www.redcapecomics.com &
www.rageishere.com © 2002 SHOWTIME NETWORKS INC. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED
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) WELCOME TO GAYOPOLKIS: AN INTIMIPATING CITY FIFFEP WITH HMITLESS OPPORTUNITY..,

e ey

= }
A ( AND DANGER,

..SEVERE PANGER FOR AN LUINFORTUINATE NINETEEN YEAR OLP COLHEGE STUPENT, BUT THAT'S
LATER.. OUR STORY BEGINS FRIPAY AFTERNOON: AN ENTIRE WORK WEEK'S TENSION LEVEK
HAS SWEKLED TO ITS LIMIT, AND THIS CITY NEEDPS RELEASE. ONE MAN SEEMS TO FEED OFF
THE ENERGY. HE'S CONFIPENT. HE'S HUNGRY FOR EXCITEMENT., HE'S A COMMANPING PRESENCE
A5 HE 5TROLL5 HOME FROM THE OFFICE.. [ TS

I\ L 1 | coup HE BE EVEN MORE
| IMPRESSIVE ONCE HE'S OUT OF HIS WORK CLOTHES? |-
|

y ‘ |




| THE ANSWER |5 YES! FOR THIS 15 NO ORDINARY EXTRA-ORDINARILY GOOPD HOOKING
MAN, THIS I5 RAGE: PROUD DEFENDER OF THE CITIZENS OF GAYOPOLIS,
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AND IF YOU THINK
RAGE WOUKP LET
A PURSE-SNATCHER
RUIN THE START OF
A PERFECTLY
GOOP WEEKEND..,

Vo

NOT TODAY,
FUCKER.
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AH, JusT

TO CHANGE
OUTFITS.

YOU'D BE WRONG.
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RAGE |15 THINKING CLUBWEAR. HOWEVER, BACK AT THEIR SECRET LAIR, HIS | l
PARTNER ZEPHYR |5 IN FUL- SUPERHERO MODE, [ | ;

) DON'T KID
AROUND RAGE, I'VE BEEN
WAITING FOR YOU. I'VE GOT

A REALLY BAD FEELING
ABOUT TONIGHT, _~|
Z2m

Wiger

—

HOW CAN WE GO
{ CLUBBING WHEN THE
6GOOP PEOPLE OF
GAYOPOLIS MIGHT
NEED US?

THAT'S BECAUSE YOU'RE
OVER-DRESSED. GET CHANGED
: FOR BABYLON.

VERY EASILY...
NOW, YOU CAN EITHER

TAKE OFF THE HERO
4 GEAR NICELY...

=/ o (FAvBE We COULD

USE A BREAK..

.LOR | CAN TEAR IT
\,_FROM YOUR BODY.

BN

sl 4~
PERFECT. I'LL JUST TAKE -
b A QUICK SHOWER

Rk
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BUT A TRUE HERO NEVER RESTS LONG.. PN
7

TERRIBLE 15
HAPPENING! |
CAN SEE IT...
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BABYLON: WHERE THE MOST FARBUKOUS CITIZENS OF GAYOPOKLIS FOSE THEMSEFVES|E—
IN THE NEVERENDING THUMP-THUMP. IT GIVES OUR HEROIC PUC A REMINPER OF
WHAT THEY'RE FIGHTING FOR, A REASON TO CONTINUE THEIR SECRET BATTLE..
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{ .. A REFUGE WHERE THEY |

= —

TROUBLE. HE NEEDS US!

"]5TRENGTHEN THEIR HIPDEN
= BOND.

| KNEW THIS WAS GOING TO
HAPPEN. A YOUNG MAN IS IN

L

.. A NIGHT OFF QUICKLY BECOMES A CA- TO pUTY,




RAGE AND ZEPHYR S5CAN THE SHADOWY STREETS OF GAYOPOKS
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THAT k-
TEACH You, ¥ |

STUPID COCKSUCKER DOESN'T
KNOW DICKS ARE FOR CHFCK5
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WHY PON'T YOU
. - AS5HOLES TRY THAT =38
g e _ SHIT WITH ME!!!
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o FUCKING <
_-""ﬁ,,"'—fg,a COWARDS!
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HA! LOOK BOYS, (2 J &\ g

) 2 MORE BATTIN' Pnncru_:\g.‘ % B nia it
ZAR o e \

PRINCESS?

RAGE RELEASES THE FULL FORCE OF HIS FURY
IN THE FORM OF A MINC-CISTORTION RAY..
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i t> kb KIkk YOU

YOU FUCKIN'

1A5 THE BASHERS TREAT THEMSELVES ""'-'7-1.[3:‘ =
TO THE DEATH THEY DESERVE.. &

T
Je

Y HURRY, RAGE!
BEFORE IT'S
TOO LATE. "

. RAGE AND ZEPHYR WHISK THE
LINCONSCIOUS YOLNG MAN AWAY,

_—
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..TO THEIR SECRET LAIR
OVERLOOKING GAYOPOLIS.

x| RAGE GENTLY
i PLACES HIM ON HI5
RESTORATIVE BED.. "

PON'T WORRY, | KNOW H

TO BRING HIM BACK TO HIFE 4R

AND PREPARES TO USE
15 OTHER SUPER POWER.




L
LD

RN




THE HEALING PROLESS BEGINS,




SATURDAY MORNING.[ no MATTER WHAT HAPPENS FRIPAY NIGHT, IT ALWAYS
COMES, ZEPHYR RISES FIRST, MAKES THE COFFEE, AND RESUMES THE DUO’S

RESPONSIBILITIES, EVENTUALLY, RAGE EMERGES... | | /

RISE AND SHINE
W CRIME-FIGHTER! YOW'RE ALL
OVER THE NEWS. | COULD'VE
SWORN YOU HAD SOMEONE
HELPING YOU, BUT THEY
ONLY MENTION...

“Less Tak, Yl | 1
wmore COFFee -

YOU PIDN'T
¢\ SLEEP WELLZ

Pl

WHY NOT..2
WASN'T THE KID OKAY

SAID HE
EFTZ

3
= _ ‘(’,

-
TO BE CLONTINUED...




SKETCHBOOK

WELCOME TO THE RAGE SKETCHBOOK!
WE WANTED TO PROVIDE YOL WITH A
BEHIND THE SCENES LOOK AT ALL OF THE
WORK THAT WENT INTO DESIGNING RAGE/!

THE EARLIEST GLIMPSE OF THE FINAL RAGE DESIGN CAME IN THE FORM OF THE
"RAGE IS COMING" TEASER POSTER. THE CHARACTER DESIGN FOR THAT POSTER
WENT THROLIGH A NLUMBER OF CHANGES BEFORE IT GOT TO YOUR TV SCREEN.
FIGLURE A WAS THOLIGHT TO BE VERY DYNAMIC, BUT IT DIDN'T QUITE WORK IN
SHADOW, AS THE IMPACT OF HIS FIST WAS LOST. FIGLIRE B WORKED MLUCH BETTER IN
THAT REGARD, BUT THE POSE WAS THOLIGHT NOT TO BE ‘ICONIC” ENOLUGH. FINALLY,
WITH FIGURE C, THE POSE WAS SET AND RAGE WAS BORN. BUT HOW DID WE EVEN
GET TO THIS COSTUME DESIGN?Z
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FIRST, WE HAD TO DESIGN RAGE’'S BODY TYPE. TRADITIONALLY , SUPER HEROES HAVE
FAIRLY EXAGGERATED BODIES. THE INITIAL DESIGNS (FIGURES D + E) HAD RAGE
MLICH BULKIER AND MORE MLUSCLILAR, A BODYBUILDER'S BUILD. HOWEVER, SINCE RAGE IS
MODELLED ON THE CHARACTER ‘BRIAN’, WE FELT IT WAS IMPORTANT THAT RAGE'S PHYSIQUE
MATCHED BRIAN'S OWN, PERHAPS SLIGHTLY MORE IDEALIZED. IN FIGLRE F, WE
SLIMMED DOWN THE HIPS, ‘TIGHTENED UP’ THE MUSCLES IN THE ARMS, LEGS, AND CHEST,
AND GAVE RAGE MORE OF A SWIMMER'S BUILD. STILL IDEALIZED, BUT MORE REALISTIC.



SKETCHBOOK ~

THE COSTUME DESIGN FOR RAGE WAS ACTUALLY
NAILED DOWN FAIRLY EARLY, WITH THE MOTIF BEING
THE RIP ACROSS HIS CHEST. BELOW ARE SOME OF

THE DESIGNS FOR THE FINAL ‘RAGE IS HERE' POSTER
AND STANDLP SHOWN IN THE SECOND SEASON FINALE.

™ THE FINAL CHARACTER DESIGN APPROVED, THE NEXT MOST IMPORTANT STEP
sl  WAS TO ACCURATELY CAPTLRE THE LIKENESSES OF THE ACTORS. GALE
HAROLD AS BRIAN/RAGE WENT THROLIGH A NLUMBER OF REVISIONS,
PARTICULARLY FOR HIS MASK DESIGN, AND YOU CAN SEE A NUMBER OF
THEM BELOW. THE FINAL DESIGN IS FIGLIRE 6.




AS MANY VARIATIONS AS RAGE WENT
THROLIGH, HIS ERSTWHILE PARTNER
ZEPHYR WAS RELATIVELY
LINCOMPLICATED. THE LIKENESS OF
ACTOR HAL SPARKS (WHO PLAYS
MICHAEL/ZEPHYR) WAS REALIZED FAIRLY
QUICKLY, AS WAS HIS MASK DESIGN.

THE COSTUME DESIGN IS A VARIATION
ON ‘MICHAEL’'S’ TYPICAL ATTIRE, JEANS
AND A T-SHIRT. THE EARLY DESIGNS
(FIGURES H-J) FOLLOWED THIS
PATTERN. THE FINAL PESIGN WAS SEEN
ON THE @AF SEASON 2 FINALE,

AND IN THE COMIC (PANEL EXCERPTED
BELOW AS FIGURE K.

FIGLURE L IS ZEPHYR'S LOGO, THE
CHINESE SYMBOL FOR WIND.




HERE ARE SOME OF THE PRODLICTION PIECES
THAT WENT INTO THE CREATION OF THE RAGE
COMIC AND TV MATERIAL!

FIGLRE M (RIGHT) IS THE ORIGINAL PENCILED
COVER TO THE RAGE COMIC THAT YOLI'RE
HOLDING IN YOLIR HANDS! THE PENCIL ART WAS
COMPLETED BY COMICS LEGEND JERRY ORDPWAY,
AND USED PHOTO REFERENCE FROM A PHOTO
SHOOT SPECIFICALLY CONDLCTED FOR THE
COVER (FIGURE N).

THE COVER WAS THEN INKED AND COLORED BY
@AF STAFF COMIC ARTIST JON KENT. THE
WHOLE PIECE WAS COMPLETED VERY QUICKLY
DUE TO THE TIGHT SCHEDULE OF THE SHOW.

FIGURE O IS THE ORIGINAL PENCIL SKETCH
THAT WAS DONE FOR THE ANIMATED
SEQUENCE OF RAGE FLYING IN BRIAN'S
DAYDREAM. THAT'S THE ACTUAL
PITTSBLIRGH SKYLINE, AS WELL AS THE
BACK OF THE '‘BABYLON’ CLLIB SIGN.
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FIGURE P IS THE ROLUGH BREAKDOWN

L | FOR ONE OF THE INTERIOR PAGES OF

THE COMIC BOOK. THESE ROLIGHS
WERE GIVEN TO THE ARTISTS, WHO
TRANSLATED THEM INTO FINISHED ART.



